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VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 



In 1879, Mr. Henry Fitzgilbert Waters, in company with Mr. 
J. A. Emmerton, issued the results of a tour in England, "glean- 
ing ' ' notes concerning early New England families. This at- 
tracted so much interest that in 1883, under the auspices of the 
New England Historic-Genealogical Society, a committee was 
formed to support Mr. Waters in a general search in England 
for early New England families. This arrangement with Mr. 
Waters nominally lasted until January, 1899, although for a long 
interval the research was at the sole charge of Mr. James Junius 
Goodwin, who at all times was the leading contributor to the 
fund. To Mr. Goodwin all interested in early American gene- 
alogy owe a debt only second to that due to Mr. Waters. The 
New England Society soon began to reap great credit from the 
remarkable work of Mr. Waters in England, as published in 
their Register, the most striking cases being the settlement of 
the Washington and Harvard pedigrees. Finally, in 1901, two 
years after the conclusion of the work of Mr. Waters in Eng- 
land, the New England Society issued all of the printed "Glean- 
ings" in two bulky volumes. Although credit for the support of 
Mr. Waters' work in England is due to certain leading members 
of the New England Society, especially to the tireless energy of 
Mr. J. T. Hassam, ably sustained by Mr. W. S. Appleton, the 
late John Ward Denand and W. H. Whitmore, the New Eng- 
land Society, as a body, never did anything in the matter, and 
charged the voluntary committee for the expense of printing the 
"Gleanings" of Mr. Waters, now universally acknowledged as 
the most important matter which has appeared in the New Eng- 
land Historical and Genealogical Register since its foundation, 
1847. Early in the period of Mr. Waters' work there arose 
complaints in Boston concerning the space given by him to 
Virginia matters, there being naturally in the early English 
records a richer harvest of such references than to New England. 
Consequently, Mr. Waters was obliged to put aside great num- 
bers of these Virginia references with his mass of unpublished 
notes, exceeding in bulk his published ones some four or five 
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fold. These notes, at his departure from London, Mr. Waters 
turned over to me to collate, continue, cross-reference, and util- 
ize in every way for the public benefit. As I began my re- 
searches among English records as a youth in 1874, like him I 
have naturally accumulated a mass of English notes, including 
many Virginia matters. Interested from boyhood in the many 
ramifications of my own ancestry, and in all of the four or 
five hundred pioneer families of Old Newbury, in Massachu- 
setts, I soon found myself extending in all directions, and often 
to Virginia, It is now a great pleasure both to Mr. Waters 
and myself to be able to utilize jointly these Virginia references 
in our notes, which I shall cull out from time to time for the 
Virginia Historical Society. 

LOTHROP WlTHINGTON, 

jo Little Russell Street, W. C. , London. 



James Ashton, of Stafford county, Virginia, gentleman. 
Will dated 18 August, 1686; proved 8 September, 1686, in 
County Court; proved 14 July, 1687, in Prerogative Court of 
Canterbury. Cosen John Ashton, Haberdasher in Rustall 
Street, Covent Garden, London, that seat or tract of land, un- 
disposed, which formerly belonged to my brother, John Ashton. 
Cosen John Foster, of Wozbridge, Cambridgeshire, gentleman, 
that Plantation called Chatterton on the River side, and that 
tract of land belonging to my 550 acres. Godchildren Sarah 
Mattershed, Rich: Elkin, Eliz: Sabastian and John Rosier's 
daughter, each a heifer with a calf by her side. Rose Fitzhugh, 
daughter of Col. William Fitzhugh, two heifers and two calves. 
William King and his wife two heifers and two calves. William 
King to be employed on the plantation where I live. John 
Harvey two heifers and two calves. Samuel Haywood, ditto. 
Ric : Elkin 100 acres of land adjoining upon John Grigsby of the 
% Divdt. William Fitzhugh, Samuel Hayward, and John Har- 
vey, executors in trust. Freight taken for me by Mr. Thomas 
Storke of London, merchant. Sarah Fermer, now servant, a 
heifer when free. John Ashton and John Foster, executors. 
To Dr. William Bankes 20s. to buy him a ring. Others. 

Foot, 90. 
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[James Ashton was J. P. for Stafford county, Va., in 1680, and in 
1690— as appears from the Northern Neck Land Grant Books— owned a 
tract of land which he had inherited as the heir of his brother, John Ash- 
ton, to whom it was bequeathed by Col. Peter Ashton, who nad patented 
it in 1658. 

Col. Peter Ashton was a member of the House of Burgesses for 
Charles City county in 1656, and for Northumberland 1659 and 1660; 
sheriff of the last-named county, 1658, and member of the " Committee 
of the Association of Northumberland, Westmoreland and Stafford" 
in November, 1667, then having the title "Colonel." He was very 
probably of the family of Ashton, of Spalding, Lincolnshire, descended 
from the Ashtons of Chaderton or Chatterton, Lancashire. (Hence the 
name of his estate "Chatterton," King George county, Va., now the 
home of a branch of the Tayloe family.) 

Col. Peter Ashton died in or before 1671, leaving a will dated 1669, 
by which he gave his brother, James Ashton, of Kirby-Underwood, 
County Lincoln, Eng., his estate of Chatterton on the Potomac, and to 
his brother, John Ashton, of Lowth, Lincolnshire, 2,000 acres ad- 
joining Chatterton. 

The will of John Ashton, of Stafford county, was dated September 6, 
1682, and proved in old Rappahannock county January 26, 1682. Gave 
wife Elizabeth his whole estate "if she will come over and live heare"; 
if not £20 sterling per annum or ^"150 down, as she might choose. To 
Thos. Bunbery and wife £5. To Capt. John Ashton, 20 shillings. Ap- 
pointed his brother, James Ashton, sole executor, and bequeathed to 
him his whole estate (subject to the provisions made), and if he die 
without heirs, then to his cousin, John Ashton, of Russell Street, "at 
the Adam and Eve," London. 

The Capt. Jno. Ashton. named in Jas. Ashton's will, was son of Charles 
Ashton, who was J. P. of Northumberland at the time Col. Peter Ash- 
ton was sheriff, and was ancestor of the Virginia family of the name. 

There is on record in Stafford county a deed dated January 12, 1705, 
from John Foster, of Wishback a/s. Woodbridge, in the Isle of Ely, 
county of Cambridge, Eng., to Elisha James, of the City of Bristol, 
mariner, conveying for a consideration of ,£135 sterling, a plantation of 
550 acres in Stafford county, commonly called Chatterton, which was 
devised by Peter Ashton to James Ashton, of Virginia, and by him de- 
vised to the said John Foster ; and also a statement that Mr. John Ash- 
ton, a co-legatee of Chatterton, had renounced his claim. — Editor.] 

Nathaniel Axtell, now or late of St. Peter's, near borough 
of St. Albans, Herts (to travel in New England). Will dated 
17 August, 1639; proved 12 June, 1640. Thomas Buckingham, 
of Queen Epioth, in New England, [i. e., Virginia], husband- 
man. Richard Miles, of Queen Epioth. Mr. Peter Pridden, 
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minister of God in New England. My two brothers, Thomas 
and Daniel Axtell. My three sisters, Jeane, Anne and Sarah. 

Coventry, 82. 

John Adkins, the elder, of Chard, Somerset, merchant. 
Will dated 16 July, 1636, mentions grandchild born in Virginia. 

Pile, no. 

Samuel Partridge, late at Rapah Hannocks, in Virginia. 
Admon 31 July, 1676, to Sarah Partridge alias Wilson, natural 
and lawfull sistered De bonis grant January, 1689-90. 

1650 John Boys, bound for Verginia. 

59 Pembroke. 

Robert Perry, 1652. Nephew Robert Perry, son of sister 
Elizabeth Perry, living in Virginia. 

243 Bowyer. 

[See Waters' Gleanings page 921, with Mr. Brown's note. The 
above was given Mr. Waters by Mr. Gerald Fothergill.] 

Zachary Custis, late of Kingston Hull, died at Accomack, 
in Virginia. Admon to father Joseph Custis. 

Admon Act Book, 1685, folio 93. 
[See Waters' Gleanings, page 700.] 

John Brooks, of Stepney, died in Virginia. Admon 5 July, 

1684, to widow Mary. 

Admon Act Book, 1684, folio no. 

William Cavendish, Earl of Devonshire. Will dated 

17 June, 1628; proved 1628. Shares in Virginia and Somer 

Islands to wife until son William come to full age of 21 and 

then to him. 

Barrington, 68. 

Charles Boyle, Earl of Orrery. Will dated 6 Novem- 
ber, 1728; proved 3 May, 1732; mentions William Bird, of Vir- 
ginia. 

I sham, 236. 

[Wm. Byrd's epitaph refers to his friendship with " the learned and 
and illustrious Chas. Boyle. Earl of Orrery."— Ed.] 

John Britten, of Hadleigh, clothier. Will dated 17 July, 
1636; proved 1 Feb., 1636. Wife Elizabeth. Daughter Mar- 
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garet, wife of George Goodday. Youngest, William Britten, 
all my stock and adventure with the company of merchants 
trading for Virginia and Bermudas. Son Lawrence Britten, 
Daughter Mary Maxie (her children); Daughter Sarah (her 
children); Youngest daughter, Sarah Goodday; Thomas Wel- 
ham, my sister's son; said sister Driver; eldest son, Thomas 
Britten, deceased; his wife Sibill, now wife of John Alablaster; 
eldest son, his son John Britten, Houses, &c, in Debbenham, 
Suffolk. 

14 Goare. 

VIRGINIA MILITIA IN THE REVOLUTION. 



(continued) 

1777. Jan'y 27. Lawrence, John, Major of Isle of Wight 
Milit% for pay & forage to 12th Inst, ^29. 5. o. 

Feb'y 3. Lewis, Capt. Nicholas, for pay, forage & Rations 
to Sep' 2 1 * & for use of Guns, 248. 9. 2. 

7. Lawson, Anth 7 , for Corn & Hay, 8. 5. 

14. Lynch, Col. Charles, for sundry Persons, <§)> Acco', 1089. 
7. 8. 

Mar. 1. Lock, Alexander, for a Drum furnished Botetourt 
Militia, 2. 10, — . 

Lewis, Cap' Nicholas, for a Rifle for the 2nd Battal" of Min e 
men, 5. — . — . 

Lewis, Col. Charles, for Do., Cap' Nick 8 Comp 8 , & Do., 

Lewis, Cap' Nicholas, for pay, Rations & forage of his Min* 
Comp'y to Dec r 5, 250. 3. 5%. 

Mar. 3. Lyle, Samuel, for 20% lb 8 Powder, a 18 | f, lb., 
18. 13. 6. 

6. Love, Philip, for pay, Rations & forage as Brigade Major, 
bal oe , 87. 11. 10^2. 

7. Lacey, Cap' John, for pay & Rations of his Comp 7 , New 
Kent Militia, to 8'" March, 117. 10. 3*4. 

12. Lawrence, Mills, for Do., Do., Do., Isle of Wight Do., 
19th Feb y , 207. 10. — . 

15. Lee, Cap' Charles, for Do., Do., Do., Northumb* Do., 
12 th do., 35. 8. — . 



